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AFTER MAYA ALMOST 
DIED IN MERRY VALE, 
IT GOT ME THINKING. 


I NEVER EXPECTED TO 
AMOUNT TO MUCH IN THIS. 
WORLD. MY DAD LEFT US 
WHEN I WAS ONLY FOUR 
AND I HAVEN'T SEEN HIM 
SINCE. HE DOESN'T EVEN 

SEND ME BIRTHDAY CARDS. 


IF MY MOM'S BROTHER 
WOULDN'T HAVE TAKEN US 
IN, I DON'T KNOW WHAT 
WE WOULD HAVE DONE. 
1 GUESS WE WOULD HAVE 
BEEN HOMELESS. INSTEAD, 
WE WERE JUST BROKE. 


AT LEAST WE HAD A ROOF 
OVER OUR HEAD. AND 
SINCE MY UNCLE WAS A 
BAKER, WE ALWAYS HAD 
SOMETHING TO EAT. 


I TRIED TO UNDERSTAND WHAT MY MOM WAS 
GOING THROUGH, BUT I WAS JUST A KID. TIME IN MY LIFE I HAVE 
I'D COMPLAIN ABOUT ALL THE STUFF THAT ING THAT I EVER WANTED. 
OTHER KIDS HAD...STUFF THAT I KNEW WE 
COULDN'T AFFORD. I COULD TELL IT MADE HER 
FEEL TERRIBLE, BUT I WOULDN'T LET IT GO. 


WON THE BIGGEST KART RACE IN 
FREE REALMS, I'VE BEEN ON THE 
COVER OF I DON’T KNOW HOW MANY 
MAGAZINES, AND IF I GO OUT TO EAT? 
I DON'T HAVE TO FILL UP ON BREAD 
AND ORDER THE CHEAPEST THING 
ON THE MENU. I MEAN, I GET FAN 
MAIL FROM GIRLS THAT WOULDN'T 
EVEN TALK TO ME AT SCHOOL. 


BUT DO YOU KNOW WHAT? I'VE COME TO 
REALIZE THAT NONE OF THAT MATTERS. 


ed 


° IF IT WEREN'T FOR MAYA, 
IN FACT, CHASING AFTER FAME AND I WOULD HAVE WALKED 
FORTUNE IS KIND OF POINTLESS. HAVE . AWAY FROM THE ROYAL 
YOU EVER HEARD THE PHRASE "7HE SCAVENGER HUNT. 
MORE YOU GET, THE MORE YOU WANT?” 
WELL, I’M LIVING PROOF OF THAT. 


IF I WOULD HAVE LOST 
HER...I DON'T KNOW WHAT 
JOULD HAVE DONE. 


THE SECOND I SAW THAT 
CHECKERED FLAG AT THE 
$6 TOUR 400 I STARTED 

WORRYING ABOUT DEFENDING 

MY TITLE. THE ENGINE WASN'T 

EVEN COLD YET AND I WAS 

SCARED PEOPLE WERE GOING 

TO SAY THAT I WAS A FLUKE. 
ISN'T THAT CRAZY? 
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BUT I KNOW THAT SHE'S MORE ro 
IMPORTANT THAN WINNING ANY 
TREASURE, THAT'S FOR SURE. . 
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SeanwBarsonszinken® 
Bill, Crabtree=colorist 
Wes Abbottaletterer 
MichaelyMcCalister 
~assistant editor, 
Scott Peterson~ editor 


I HOPE YOU DON'T MIND OUR LITTLE WELCOME, BUT IT’S 
NOT EVERY DAY WE HAVE SO MANY CELEBRITIES IN SNO! 
HILL. \T'S QUITE REMARKABLE, ACTU: P 


NOW PLEASE WATCH 
YOUR STEP AND FOLLOW ME. THE 
MAYOR WOULD LIKE TO GREET 
YOU PROPERLY. 
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Fl KI 
SHOW, I WAS BESIDE MYSELF 
WITH DELIGHT. 


NOW TWO CONTESTANTS 
FROM QUEEN ALN ROYAL 
VE 4 


WELL, THANK YOU, 
SWEETHEART. 


WHAT IS ITZ 


SCAVENGER HUNT HAY RACIOUSLY 
ERE! ICIPATE AS 


MAY I PRESENT 
KART RACING CHAMPION 
AND DARING ADVENTURER, 
DANE KENSINGTON, III... 
ALONG WITH HIS TRUSTED 
SIDEKICK, MAYA. 


ONLY THE > 
OST AMAZING ARE THEY 
ALLS 


COTTON CANDY 
be EEAVOREDT: 


; RIGHT. AND 1 
SUPPOSE YOU DIDN'T 
VOLUNTEER US TO BE 

CELEBRITY JUDGES, 
EITHER. 


LOOK, YOU HAVE 
AN ADMIRER. 


CHEF LUCCA 
FINISHED THEIR BLANQUETTE 


AS INA 
BABY COW? 
I CAN'T EAT 

THAT! 


THAT WAS TRULY AMAZING. 
I HOPE WHOEVER MADE 
THIS WILL GIVE ME 
THE RECIPE. 
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TO HIM--HE’S 
JUST BEING 
MODEST. 


"LOOK, > 
YOU'LL HAVE TO. Vl y 
Poe e NY gee HE DOESN'T STAND A 
AND SHE DOESN'T CHANCE AGAINST 
ALWAYS KNOW WHAT YOU. 
SHE'S SAYING. 
; 


PICKING ME TO BE 
YOUR ASSISTANT WAS A 
DIRTY TRICK. 


IF YOU HAD 
KEPT YOUR MOUTH SHUT, 
WE WOULDN'T BE IN THIS. 
PREDICAMENT. WHAT WERE 
YOU THINKING? 


py 
De’FLOR hy 
|S THE MOST 
ANNOYING PIXIE 
I'VE EVER MET. I 
COULDN'T RESIST | 
GETTING UNDER ye 
HIS SKIN, 


r BESIDES, 

YOU'VE WORKED IN 
THAT BAKERY FOR YEARS. 
I BET YOU'RE GOING TO 

GIVE HIM A RUN FOR 

HIS MONEY. 


WORKING IN A BAKERY IS A LOT NG 
DIFFERENT THAN BEING AN EXECUTIVE promi Coy 
CHEF IN A FIVE-STAR RESTAURANT, | WHO OOZES 
MAYA, I MEAN, I LIKE TO COOK A CONFIDENCE? 
AND EVERYTHING, BUT I GIVE ME A 
DON'T KNOW... 


WELCOME TO THIS SPECIAL EDITION OF "THROW 
DOWN WITH CHEF BORDON CLOO.” 


WE'RE ON LOCATION 
IN SNOW HILL WHERE 
KART-RACING CHAMPION DANE 
KENSINGTON HAS ACCEPTED A 
THROW DOWN CHALLENGE FROM 
LOCAL CELEBRITY CHEF 
LUCCA De’FLOR. 


AS YOU CAN 
SEE, WE HAVE SUPPLIED 
THEM WITH ALL THE INGREDIENTS 
THEY'LL NEED...FRESH BEAR MEAT, 
BUTTER CHURNED THIS MORNING, 
AROMATIC RAINLEAF, AND A 
MOUNTAIN OF MOUTHWATERING 
SNOWBERRIES. 


UI 
CONTESTANTS WILL DO. 
THEIR BEST TO PREPARE 
\L_ FAVORITE, 


ANP NOW 
IT'S TIME TO 


IVE NEVER EVEN EATEN SIZZLING . \ I DON'T THINK IT’S 

SNOWBERRY SAUTE, AND NOW I’M La GOING TO BE QUITE 

SUPPOSED TO PREPARE IT WITH THAT EASY. 

BUNCH OF CAMERAS ~ 
POINTING AT ME. | ‘> LOOK, WHY | 
é DON'T YOU GET ME 
A CUP OF FLOUR AND 
SOME CORN MEAL IF 
THEY HAVE IT. 


WE'RE GOING 
TO PAN-SEAR THE 
BEAR MEAT WITH A 

LIGHT CRUST. 


HOW HARD 
CAN IT BE? THERE ARE 
ONLY FOUR INGREDIENTS. 
JUST THROW THEM TOGETHER 
IN A POT, ADD SOME SEA 
SALT AND A LITTLE CRACKED 
PEPPERCORN, AND VOILA. J 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE DANE AND MAYA 
ARE TAKING AN...UNUSUAL 
APPROACH TO THIS LOCAL 
DELICACY. 


WHILE DANE MELTS 
A HEAPING MOUND OF 
BUTTER IN HIS SKILLET, IT 
APPEARS THAT MAYA HAS 
DECIDED TO BATHE 
IN FLOUR. 


REMEMBER FOLKS, 
WE'RE MAKING SIZZLING 
SNOWBERRY SAUTE, NOT 
ENCRUSTED PIXIEL 


I’M GOING TO SKEWER THAT ~ 


LOUD-MOUTHED BLOWHARD IF HE 
DOESN'T SHUT HIS TRAP. 
J 


RELAX. 

WE HAVE TO STAY 
FOCUSED OR WE'RE 
GOING RUN OUT OF 
TIME. JUST IGNORE 

EVERYONE OUT THERE 
AND_CONCENTRATE 
ON THE TASK 
AT HAND. 


THIS KITCHEN. CHEF, 
THIS HAS TO BE 
ONE OF YOUR 
SPECIALTIES. 


SIZZLING 
SNOWBERRY 


THE SECRET, 
OF COURSE, IS TO 
BOIL THE BERRIES UNTIL 


RUN THEM UNDER COLD 
WATER IMMEDIATELY. 


HOW DO 
YOU LIGHT THIS 
THING? 


IT’S A GAS 
STOVE, SO YOU 
NEED A MATCH. 


IF THEY OVERCOOK, EVEN FOR 
A FEW SECONDS, THE ENTIRE 
DISH IS RUINED, 


BUT MAKE 
SURE YOU HAVE 
THE HEAT SET 
TO Low. 


IT'S A LITTLE DIFFERENT THAN 
ROLLING OUT PASTRIES IN YOUR 
UNCLE’S BAKERY, ISN'T IT? 


WE'LL BE OKAY. 
MAYA JUST LIKES TO 


Bla \ 
PUT ON A SHOW FOR J5 
\ THE AUDIENCE, 
\ THAT'S ALL. 

SHE'S a 

PUTTING ON e: 
A SHOW, ALL e 
RIGHT. é 


THINGS ARE GETTING 
E INTERESTING AS 
\ TIME STARTS TO 
} WIND DOWN. 
y qJ 


WPS WILL 
CHEF De'FLOR 


CREATE HIS NEXT 
MASTERPIECE? 


FIND OUT! 
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NOW, WHEN WE COME 
BACK FROM THE BREAK, 
WE'LL ONLY HAVE FIVE I How age THOSE 
9 LEFT. SNOWBERRIES 


JUST 
ABOUT DONE... 
1 THINK. 


TO A LOW HEAT $0 IT 
CARAMELIZES. 


GET THESE BEAR 
FILETS FLASH-FRIED 
BEFORE THE CLOCK 

RUNS OUT. 


J . 
BA N é 
eS al 2 me 
ee | LET'S TWO MINUTES TO 
“a o ‘: GO WITH THE PLATE YOUR FOOD. AND 
| SUGAR... DON'T FORGET--YOU'LL BE | 
- JUDGED IN PART ON YOUR 
K e ~~ PRESENTATION. 


ye 


WY GREAT. <eES. 
He say Two imal 


DISH. 


FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO. AND I CERTAINLY SAW SOME CREATIVE 
ARE NEW TO OUR SHOW, THE EN 
CONTESTANTS WILL BE JUDGED IN . IM NOT SURE HOW ALL OF 
THREE IMPORTANT CATEGORIES-- , MAYA'S FIREWORKS WILL TRANSLATE 
TASTE, PRESENTATION, WHEN IT COMES TO TASTE, BUT 
AND CREATIVITY. WE'LL SOON FIND OUT. 


~ /il 
MAYOR CRYSTALLINE 


AS YOU KNOW, SIZZLING 
SNOWBERRY SAUTE IS A SPECIALTY OF 
ITED TO DO SOMETHING 


I ADDED JUST A . 
HINT OF WORCESTERSHIRE 
AND _A PINCH OF BROWN SUGAR TO 
THE SAUTE TO SPICE IT UP A BIT. 
I HOPE YOU ENJOY IT. 
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I'D LIKE TO GET 
YOUR TAKE ON CHEF PLEASE. 
De/FLOR’S DISH. INDULGE 

I’M SURE IT'S 
WONDERFUL. 


ME, 


> NOT BAD? 
e THAT IS ALL YOU 
HAVE TO SAY? YOU 
— INSULT MEL 
Dm 


PLEASE TELL ME 
THAT YOU GOT THAT 


Ve" 
vw NO WORRIES. 
Iey I DEFINITELY 


NOW THIS |S AN 

INTERESTING TAKE ON A 

TRADITIONAL DISH. TELL 
ME ABOUT IT. 


THIS HOT HEAD IS 
GOING TO BE GREAT! 
FOR RATINGS. 


DANE DOESN'T 
LIKE TO TALK ABOUT HIS 
CULINARY MASTERPIECES. 
HE THINKS IT’S BAD 


FORM TO BRAG. 
a Z 
— 
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BE A SURPRISE TO YOUR 
SENSES. AND 1 GUARANTEE 
THAT YOU'RE GOING TO BE 

SURPRISED BY THIS ONE. 
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DISGUSTING. 
ABSOLUTELY 
DISGUSTING! 


WHAT WAS 
— 

THAT ALL 7 owt HAVE 
TO BE MORE 


Q@ sreciric. 


DON'T PLAY 
STUPID WITH ME. 
DO YOU REALIZE THAT 
MILLIONS OF PEOPLE MS 
ARE GOING TO WATCH pone 
fy HE MIGHT BE 


ONE MINUTE. 
PLEASE! 


3 \ 
GREAT. NOW 
MR. LOUDMOUTH 
15 GOING TO 
RUB IT IN. 


YOU'RE 
SURE THIS 
| _YETI HAS 
THE CHAOS 
STONE? 


HAS AN IMPRESSIVE 
COLLECTION OF ROCKS. 
IF ANYONE IN SNOW HILL. 
HAS THE STONE YOU'RE 
LOOKING FOR, HE DOES. 
I’M JUST NOT SURE THAT 
YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE 

MUCH LUCK GETTING 
IT FROM HIM. 


ALLOWING 
ME TO KEEP 
MY DIGNITY. 
T OWE YOU A 
DEBT OF : 
GRATITUDE.“ DON'T 
WORRY 
ABOUT IT. IT'S 
NOT A BIO 


IM 
AFRAID 
THAT WON'T 
MATTER 


ead SOMETHING 
STRANGE HAS BEEN 
HAPPENING WITH THE 
YETIS. THEY ARE USUALLY 
A PEACEFUL LOT, BUT 
LATELY THEY'VE BEEN 
ON A RAMPAGE. 


AND, TRUST 
Me, THE LAST 
THING YOU WANT 'S 
TO DO 15 GET 
IN THE WAY OF 
AN ENRAGED ff 
YETI. : 


WE TRADED 
HIM FOR 
IT? 


PLEASE. 
THERE MUST BE 
SOMETHING THAT 
I CANDO TO 
REPAY YOU. 


WELL, 
MAYBE THERE /S 
SOMETHING... 


EGGERT 
GAVE ME 
AN INVISIBILITY 
POTION BACK IN 
BLACKSPORE 
SWAMP. 
HE WHAT? 
WHY DIDN'T 
YOU TELL ME 
ABOUT IT 
BEFORE? 


1 GUESS I 
NEVER THOUGHT 
ABOUT IT. 


NOW WHY DON’T 
YOU STOP WHINING 
AND TAKE A SWIG SO WE 
CAN GET THIS ROCK AND 
GET OUT OF HERE? I 
WANT TO SLEEP IN MY 
OWN BED TONIGHT. 


“YEAH. IT 
ACTUALLY 
pp. 4 


YOU FIRS ) 2- 
I DON'T ; g ra 
TRUST THAT j . Z 
CRACKPOT. \ "A = Zy Now ieey 
: UP AND DRINK 
. os a4) E SOME. 
> 


HOW LONG |S 
THIS SUPPOSED 
TO LAST? 


L DON'T 
KNOW. “ 
L DIDN'T ASK YOU'RE 
oe HIM. Q) 
o ZA Ma 


FINE. eo 
IF IT WILL MAKE 
YOU FEEL BETTER, 
4 I’M KIDDING. 


[NS 


SEE HIM. 


HE MUST 
BE DEEPER 
INSIDE THE 


Ke 


ig | ANSWER I WAS | 


ARE THE 
YETIS GOING 


NOBODY HAS Si 

BEEN ABLE TO FIGURE 

IT OUT. OUR BEST GUESS 

IS THAT IT’S SOME KIND 
OF VIRUS. WE JUST HOPE IT 
WEARS OFF BEFORE THEY 

WANDER INTO TOWN AND 

TEAR EVERYTHING 
APART. 


WAIT A MINUTE... 


RE 
THAT'S /TL 


DRINKING IS MADE WITH 
FURY FRUIT. ALL IT TAKES IS 
A DROP ON YOUR TONGUE, 
AND YOU'LL BE OVERCOME 
WITH ANGER. NO WONDER: 

THE YETIS ARE ON 
A RAMPAGE. 


LOOKING 


2 \ 
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UNFORTUNATE,  \V 
REALLY. THE YETIS 
WERE SOME OF MY 
EST CUSTOMERS AT 
THE BISTRO. 


AS YOU CAN 
SEE, THE EFFECTS 
CAN BE RATHER 
DEVASTATING-~ 
WHICH EXPLAINS 
WHY IT’S HIGHLY 
ILLEGAL. 


GO FOR IT! “Qs! 
IN THE MEANTIME, Va 
WE'LL TRY TO FIND 
UMARI. WHAT DOES 
I 
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CLAIM YOUR REWARD! 


NEW ACCOUNTS 
1. GO TO THE FREE REALMS WEBSITE - HTTP: //WWW.FREEREALMS.COM 


2. ENTER THE CODE INTO THE TEXT FIELD IN THE “REDEEM-A- 
CODE” BOX ON THE LEFT HAND SIDE OF THE HOME PAGE 


3. CLICK THE GREEN “GO/” BUTTON 


4. THESE CODES WORK WITH NEW AND EXISTING ACCOUNTS, 
SO IF YOU’RE A NEW PLAYER YOU/LL HAVE TO CREATE AN 
ACCOUNT AT THIS POINT IF YOU WANT TO CLAIM THE 
CODE; ON THE FREE REALMS LOG IN PAGE, CLICK 
THE “FIRST TIME HEREP START PLAYING FOR FREE/” 
HYPERLINK. 


S. COMPLETE THE NEW ACCOUNT REGISTRATION 

6, THE “CONGRATULATIONS/” SCREEN WILL APPEAR, 
ACKNOWLEDGING YOUR SUCCESSFUL CODE REDEMPTION 
AND YOUR RECEIPT OF THE IN-GAME ITEM 


7. CLICK “CONTINUE” 
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8. YOUR IN’ NOW CLICK THE SHAKING GIFT BOX ICON ON THE RIGHT 
SIDE OF YOUR SCREEN’ 


9. YOU’LL SEE THE IGN BUNDLE ITEMS IN THE “PENDING CLAIMS” 
WINDOW. JUST SELECT THE ITEM YOU WANT TO CLAIM AND CLICK ON 
THE GREEN “CLAIM” BUTTON IN THE RIGHT PANE TO ADD IT TO YOUR 
INVENTORY. 


10. TO ACCESS YOUR NEW ITEMS, CLICK IN THE SADDLE ICON ON 
THE GAME DOCK FOR YOUR MOUNT OR THE HOUSE ICON ON YOUR 
GAME DOCK FOR YOUR HOUSE. STATION CASH AND MEMBERSHIP 
WILL BE APPLIED AUTOMATICALLY, BUT YOU CAN CHECK YOUR 
STATION CASH BALANCE BY CLICKING THE ORANGE TREE ICON ON 
THE TOP RIGHT OF YOUR GAME SCREEN TO BRING UP THE WELCOME 
SCREEN DISPLAY. 


1. ENJOY YOUR FLORAL FLAIR SHARD 


EXISTING ACCOUNTS 


7. LOG IN AND LAUNCH FREE REALMS 
USING THE ACCOUNT AND CHARACTER WHO 
YOU WANT TO RECEIVE THE REWARD. 


2. CLICK THE SHAKING GIFT BOX ICON ON FLORAL FLAIR 
THE RIGHT SIDE OF YOUR SCREEN. SHARD 


3. YOU'LL SEE THE IGN BUNDLE ITEMS IN THE 
“PENDING CLAIMS” WINDOW. JUST SELECT 
THE ITEM YOU WANT TO CLAIM AND CLICK ON 
THE GREEN “CLAIM” BUTTON IN THE RIGHT 
PANE TO ADD IT TO YOUR INVENTORY. 


4. TO ACCESS YOUR NEW ITEMS, CLICK IN 
THE SADDLE ICON ON THE GAME DOCK FOR 
YOUR MOUNT OR THE HOUSE ICON ON YOUR 
GAME DOCK FOR YOUR HOUSE, STATION 
CASH AND MEMBERSHIP WILL BE APPLIED 
AUTOMATICALLY, BUT YOU CAN CHECK YOUR 
STATION CASH BALANCE BY CLICKING THE 
ORANGE TREE ICON ON THE TOP RIGHT OF 
YOUR GAME SCREEN TO BRING UP THE 
WELCOME SCREEN DISPLAY. 


washer 


5. ENJOY YOUR FLORAL FLAIR SHARD 
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OUT THIS MONTH! 


What do you get when you mix vampyres in Rome with 
mercenaries on the run? Just another month at 
WildStorm, where anything goes...and it usually does. 
One new series explores vampyres in the brutal world of 
Julius Caesar circa 44 B.C., and the other joins two 
mercenaries shooting and swearing their way through six 
issues of trouble. Both titles debut in August and neither 
is for the faint of heart. 


Written by newcomer Stuart C. Paul, IDES OF BLOOD takes 
the high concept of vampyres enslaved in Roman society 
and mixes in a healthy dose of mystery, action and 
politics familiar to the robe and sandals crowd. Penciler 
Christian Duce hails all the way from Uruguay to lend his 
lush pencils to the series and is a perfect fit for the title. 
The intrigue builds with every new page of this six-issue 
miniseries and I’m thrilled to bring both of these up-and- 
coming talents to WildStorm’s audience. 
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Trading in fang-marks for gunshot wounds, KANE & 
LYNCH takes action in a different direction. Based on the 


femarks of Sony Online Entertainment LLC. WildStorm and logo at 
nal. Printed on recyclable paper. WildStorm does not read or accept unsolicited submis- 


vie 
best-selling videogame, Adam “Kane” Marcus and James a ' i 
Lynch are together again for another round of violence ‘| f € 
and mayhem just in time for the sequel. They'll have their } AK pp A ) 2 

he ed BO fl 


€ work cut out for them too, when a huge contract brings 
every would-be assassin after them. 


Fans of lan Edginton’s macabre spin on Sherlock Holmes 
in VICTORIAN UNDEAD can only imagine what he has 
planned for a pair of former Death Row inmates. Good 
thing artist Christopher Mitten is not only a big fan, but 
brings his own raw, expressive style to every scene with 
a fluidity and intensity that propels the action along. 
Cover artist Ben Templesmith wraps it all up with his 
hard-nosed covers. 


Finally, catch THE AUTHORITY: THE LOST YEAR #12 to 
see how Grant Morrison and Keith Giffen uncover the 
dramatic conclusion to the team’s long journey, including 
artwork by Jerry Ordway (INFINITE CRISIS) and Kevin 
Nowlan (SUPERMAN VS. ALIENS) working together for the 
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FREE REALMS #11, September 2010, published by WildStorm Productions. 888 Prospect St. #240, La Jolla, CA 92037, Copyright © 2010 Sony Online Entertainment LLC. 


All Rights Reserved, 
FREE REALMS and all characters, the distinctive likenesses thereof and all related elemer 


0C Comics, a Warner Bros. Entertainment Company. 


first time ever! 
COLLECTED EDITIONS: 
SM tee ABSOLUTE PLANETARY VOL. 182 
FREDDY VS. JASON VS. ASH: 
Diane Nelson President IN STORES JULY: THE NIGHTMARE WARRIORS TPB 
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